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Denember let,= lat;ih. inclueive,

The brigade remained in Vagen Limes between NEUVE EGLISE
land the STEENWERCK = BAILLEUL Read, resting, 4
‘ The Brigade benefited very mueh frem this peried ef rest
great impkevement eof the health ef the men, the cenditien
of the herses, the state of harness and equipment generally
was very neticeable, On the 16th, December the Brigade was
visited in Wagon Iiines by Brigadier General COXEN D.S,0.
B,G.R.A, 18t, ANZAC , who expressed his satisfaetion on,
the general improvement,

On the 17th., orders were received thet this Brigade wouly
relieve the 8th, Aymy Brigade in position North of the
WYTCHAETE Ri dge,with Wagon Lines between KEMMEL and
DRANOUTRE ( N, 32 central Sheet 28), : ;

The C,0, accompanied by Battery.Commanders and Orderly
officer went forward and inspeeted the positions to be
taken over, The C.0, remained at Group Headquarters pend
~ing the taking over of tactical responsibilitits,

Two Seetions of each Battery of this Brigade relieved
two sectiones of each Battery of the 6th, Ammy Brigade Aust,
F.A, The move wae carried out satisfactorilyy. 3

The remaining sections of each Battery relieved the
remaining sections of the 6th, Brigade, and the 12th, Army
Brigade Aust, F,A, sssumed tactical responsibility for the
front covered by the HOLLEBEKE Group , 1st, Australian Div,
Arty at 2p.m, The Group covers a portion of the front
line,in territory won from the enemy in the Battle of
pmSSINES. The front shews little signs of aetivity;
enemy artillery fire being very slight,

The Wagon Lines of the 12th, Army Brigade and the 6th,
Army Brigade sust, F, A, changed over, thik brigade being

in the n
o ew" g;yg;%nso:o 3.? ﬁ?‘fﬁaﬁ @ &gt}}ng}g% ognxsﬁ%g.ion of the 45th,
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zosz eontinued

; 5 |« 45th, Battery which cocupied Wagon Lines Just N,W, of

| KFMMEL o A heavy frost had set in the roads were very
‘hard and slippery making horse traffic difficult and
|dangerous, The C.0. and Adjutant visited the Batteries
'in their positions, and "A" O,P, (east of RAVINE WOOD),
The 0,P. is betwwen our front and suppert lines but is
easily aspprbached by day or night, by a track through
DENYS WOOD and a trengh through RAVINE WOOD, except that
the track throgh DENYS WOOD is sometimes shelled,

2A8t, Batteries carried out Harassing Fire on enemy roads,
tracks, and centres of activity, The Brigade expenditure
on this work being about 700 rds, each 24 hours, The
frost continues but visibility is pobr, .. Battery
Commanders reconncitred Battery Positions and 0,P's to
be occcupied if Batteries had te fall baek in defence of
Corps Nain Line, to conform with any retirement of the
Infantry,

22nd, A bright morning with good visibility, Batteries

. carried out the usual Harassing Fire on enemy roads,
tracks, and centres of activity, At 7.30a.mn, the
Infantry, through the Liaison Officer Centre Battalion
@sked for Artillery Fire on FLY BUILDINGS (0,23 b, 60190
and CENTRE FARM ( 0.18 e, 40,20) sheet 288.W, ..

50 rounds 18pdr, were fired by the 46th, Battery on

FLY BUILDINGS and 40 rouds 4,5 were fired on GENTRE

FARM by 112th, How, Bttery, ’ :

23rd, | Visibility during the morning was faf¥y.and the 46th,
Y. Pired on partiies of enemy troops seen from "A"

O.P, The Orderly Officer and Signal Officer visited

the 46th. and 112th, Batteries and "B® 0,P, during the

afternoon, Visibility was th
views OF. el eount 1y wakC-ide bBeaYMERC it o 800d
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Batteries carried out the usual Harassing Fire and also
fired op two Farms, Eneny movement being repor%ed there,
by the Infantry, The 1l2th, Battery Position was shelled
by 16 4.2 H,E. Shell during the night,but no damage was
'sustained,.

Harassing Fire was carried out by all Batteries, 45th,46th
and 47th. Batteries and ™A" O,P, was visited by the Orderly
Officer; there was a heavy Ground Mist and okservation very
podt, The C.R.A.(Brig, General ANDERSON D,S,0,) and
the Staff Captain 1st, Mustralian D,A, visitied the Batter
»ios accompanied by the C,0., of the Brigade and the Orderly
Officer, It was deeided to move the 45th, Battery, back
and the 47th, Battery, forward, on to the Western side

of a crest which is mmwx at present between the two
Batterice, This is being doney,in order to give both
Batteries a.better folfl of fire, with less "dead" ground,
A new poeition was also inspected with a view of moving
Group Headquartcrs, on account of the distance the present
H,Q. are from the Batteries, All Batteries carried out
Harassing Fire as usual, Carigtmas was kept as well as
possible, "extra Cheer" in the way of provisions etc , was
provided for all ranks of the Brigade, and in spite of the
e0ld and snowy weather, and being in the line, everyone
seemedin goodi spirite, 45th, and 47th, Batteries have
each prepared a position right forward near the front
Linc; with the view to running guns into them if the

gnemy attacks with Tanks; Anmunition with delayed fuze,
E:ine stored in the Pits, All Batteries have been ordered

0 put up a line of barbed wire in front of the Batt
o;tt:gni i: gas: ghe enemy breaks through and th: G::z
e defended with Rifle Fire, &
being proceeded with, e

|
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Batteries carried out the usuak Harassing Fire on
Enemy Roads,Tracks etec, At 4p.m, the enemy commenced
shelling the 46th, Battery with 4,2 and 7"'fa.m, H,B, and
Gas Shell, This bombardnent continued until 5pyM, but no
casualties have occurred unless Gas casualties .developg.
Counter Batteries were informed of this shelling and they
opened fire on the enemy, The C,0, went forward and
elected the two new Battery Positions to be occupied by %
he 45th, #ad 47th, Batteries, Alterhative 0.P's mmxx
z!!lﬂlllx were .reconnoitred in WYTCHARTE, A splendid
iew of forward ccountry can be seen from there extending
as far back as COMMINES,

Batteries carried out the usual Harasgihig Fire, AL 7.30
$.m. the 45th, Battery was again shelled by Gas Shell, -The
mh. Battery was shelled at 7,30p,m, by 5.9 How, One

was killed and four wounded, The Counter Batteries

ere informed and on their opening fire the enemy ceased,

1

Orders were received from the C,R,A, 1st. Aust, Div,
ty. that the Group was to move its Headquarters to the
osition already selected and to occupy cement dugouts on

he Sothh Western edge GRAND BOIS, on the WYTCHAETE -
IERSTRAAT Road, The Orderly Officer visited the place

d founfl it being oceccupied by the 7th, Battalion and used
8 a rest post, Batteries carried out Harassong Fire as
sual, Lieut,0,GAWLER was evacuated suffering from Gas
ell poisoning; the result of the Gas bombardment, As

apt A,L, RICKARD was also suffering from Gas poisoning
apt J,A, FLEMING was brought from the Wagon Lines and
00k over the temporary command of the Battery,

SEERESS

[ SR - ¥ o {

Capt, ALL, RICKARD , Lieut, J,P, BRRTTIEE .
i Other Ranks were evacuated suffering from sh:;lwzii i

°‘i@?ﬂﬁgwgyggﬁﬁsﬁéﬁznfﬁﬁﬁési.quﬁsshemaeuga Harassing Fire

i
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29tq conéinued

Staff Officer for Counter Batteries rang the Orderly
Officer on the phone and told him that the enemy shoot
on the 47th, Battery on the night of the 27th, had been
directed by an enemy aeroplane, and that they (Counter
Batteries) had intercepted all the enemy®s wireless
gorrections,

30th, The G,0,Cep AL, F, accompanied by the C,R,A, 18%, Aust,
vision and staff Officers visited all the Batteries in
heir position® Capt. J.A., FLEMING and Tieut, M, BUZZARD
ere evacuated suffering from Shell Gas poisoning,
atteries carried out the usual Harassing Fire,
Batteries carried out the usual Harassing Fire on
emy Roads, Traocks, and centres of Activity, Alterations
d improvementa are being carried out at the new
adquarters HOLLEBEKE Group are t0 occupy. The place
as not left very clean and this has entalled a large
ount of work, The Brigade as a whole had had a
omparatively good month, Casualties, with the exception
f the Officer and O0,R, Casualties during the last few

8, have been very light, The Men and Horscs have
enefited very much by the quiet time and ggod quarters,
okal Casualties for the month, & Officers. 1@ O.Rs.

3lst|,

—

’ ......,........'.."...‘.'./;..'..'Lieut.

Adjutant, 12th, Army Brigade Aust, F, A.
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